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Interview with Dr. Leopoldo Stuardo 

Dr. Leopoldo Stuardo Escobar (Master in Environ-
mental Science and Management from the University 
of Louvain in Belgium – LLN) is a Veterinary Doctor 
from Universidad de Santiago de Chile. He was 
appointed the Head of the recently created Animal 
Welfare Unit of the Agriculture and Livestock Service 
(SAG), in April 2010, after having spent almost four 
years at the International Trade Department of the 
World Organization for Animal Health (OIE). 

SANCO: The EU-Chile SPS Agreement was the first 
agreement between the EU and a third country to 
include collaboration on animal welfare within its 
scope. Chile set an example for other countries around 
the world. Which benefits and which challenges for 
Chile do you see in this relationship? 

LS: Since 2003, the SPS Agreement between the 
EU and Chile in the animal welfare field has brought 
about significant benefits, including the continuous 
exchange of scientific and technical information on 
the topics covered by the agreement. It has also 
served as a stimulus to the development of research 
in this area in Chilean universities and research 
centres. Among the challenges we have faced, one of 
the most important is the institutional development 
of this field within the Agricultural and Livestock 
Service (SAG), which has resulted in the organisation 
of the regulatory aspects of the competency of the 
Service in the field of animal welfare. Moreover, it will 
help us implement the new Animal Protection Law. 

SANCO: Last year, Chile adopted the first national 
law on animal protection. In which phase of the 
legislative process was the EU an important actor 
and supporter? What is the role of the Chilean private 
sector in the law’s development and implementation 
process? 

LS: Our relationship with the EU has been important 
in disseminating the concept of animal welfare. This 
has been carried out through various seminars, 
which involved all stakeholders, including the private 
sector. This has led to a common understanding 
about the concept. Thus, the private sector has 
participated actively in the work for the preparation 
of the new Animal Protection Law regulations, bearing 
in mind the fact that it could use the concept of 
welfare as an opportunity, rather than an obstacle, 
to trade. In particular, the production conditions 
in Chile show that animal welfare issues can arise 
naturally. Moreover, the private sector has been 
implementing good farming practices, which 
have already taken animal welfare issues into 
consideration for 15 years. 

SANCO: Did this collaboration with the EU help 
improve the level of knowledge and expertise on 
animal welfare in your country? 

LS: Definitely. The cooperation we have had, in 
terms of the participation of internationally renowned 
experts in different training and dissemination 
activities in particular, has significantly increased 
the understanding of this important subject. The last 
Technical Seminar on Animal Welfare and Intensive 
Production Systems, held in Santiago on 13 and 
14 September 2010, is a good example for this. 
During the seminar, organised jointly by the European 
Commission, the Universidad de Santiago de Chile 
and Universidad Austral de Chile, invited experts 
were able to achieve significant progress in their 
level of knowledge regarding animal welfare aspects, 
a fact which was highlighted by the quality of their 
questions and comments. 

SANCO: What is your perception of EU policies on 
animal welfare?

LS: The animal welfare standards demanded of 
European authorities by EU citizens are certainly 
different from those that Chile is elaborating. We 
think that, with time, both parties will develop new 
policies on animal welfare, looking closely at the 
developments in the benchmark organisations, 
especially OIE in this case. This means that there 
are more possibilities of reaching a common under-
standing when implementing animal welfare measures 
in different areas. Thus, the bilateral agreement, 
as the one Chile signed with the EU (which has as 
reference the standards developed by OIE) is an 
interesting model for facilitating the implementation 
of animal welfare measures between partners. 
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